Large congenital corneal dermoid with spontaneous partial regression: the first report.
To report a spontaneous partial regression of a large congenital corneal dermoid in a newborn. Review and follow-up of the medical records of a female newborn presenting with a tumor mass of her right eye and no other congenital abnormalities. The child presented on the first day of life with a mushroom-shaped mass of 15 × 15 mm in diameter that involved the most of the cornea leaving a small clear portion superiorly. The mass protruded through the palpebral aperture. A diagnosis of corneal dermoid was made based on clinical presentation of the mass and radiographic and ultrasound findings. Enucleation of the right eye was discussed, but declined by parents. During the first month of life, a spontaneous partial regression of the mass occurred, so that the patient was able to close the lids completely above the mass. This dermoid is the third type according to Mann's classification. Characterized by involvement of the entire anterior segment and lack of lens. To the best of our knowledge, the case reported is the first documented spontaneous partial regression of a large corneal dermoid. Surgical excision at an early age may be recommended to avoid development of amblyopia and dramatic growth of the tumor. In our case the tumor regressed and surgical excision would have no impact on visual outcome. Future management of type III corneal dermoid needs to consider whether to perform surgery at an early stage or to recommend conservative management.